
 
Wedding ceremony 
 
The ceremony proceeds with kiddushin (the formal Jewish betrothal). The officiants, 

Anna’s cousins Rafi and Heddy, will say two blessings over a cup of wine; Anna and 

Nate each take a sip. Nate will then place a simple ring on Anna’s right forefinger as he 

recites a traditional Hebrew phrase meaning “You are sanctified unto me with this ring 

in accordance with the laws of Moses and Israel.” The ketubah document will be read in 

Aramaic. Anna will then give Nate a ring and recite in Hebrew “Accept this ring and 

obligate yourself to me with all the ketubah obligations, according to the law of Moses 

and Israel.” Nate will accept the ring and give Anna the ketubah, thereby assuming the 

obligations laid out in the ketubah. 
 
The second part of the ceremony, nissuin (nuptials), follows with the reading of the 
sheva brachot (seven blessings). To begin, Nate’s mom, Susan will read a poem originally 

written by Harriet Stern, Nate’s grandmother. Anna and Nate’s siblings and parents will 

each read one of the sheva brachot, blessings that ground the couple in the story of human 

creation and offer the whole community's wishes for joy in their marriage. The ceremony 

closes with a reminder to Anna and Nate that even at the height of their personal joy, 

they must never forget the tragedies that have befallen the Jewish people. This is 

symbolized by Nate breaking a glass, after which guests shout, “Mazal tov!” and the 

ceremony concludes. 
 
Yichud 
 

The wedding guests will joyfully dance and sing Anna and Nate to the Schoolhouse 

(outside the stables), where Anna and Nate will have a few moments to spend alone as a 

married couple, providing an opportunity for a private moment of connection. To 

ensure that they are entirely undisturbed, several of Anna and Nate’s friends will serve as 

guards outside the room. During this time, we invite you to enjoy hors d’oeuvres  and 

cocktails on the Prairie Garden Terrace, put on your dancing shoes, and get ready to 

party! 
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Dear Family and Friends, 
 

We are overjoyed to have you here to celebrate our marriage 
with us! We are fortunate to have so many wonderful people in 
our lives, and would like to thank you for all the love, support, 
and guidance you have shown us. We would especially like to 
thank our parents who, in addition to their foundational role in 
our lives, have contributed immensely to the planning of this 
wedding.  
 

As we celebrate our joy and happiness with our friends and 
family, we remember our loving grandparents who continue to 
live on in our hearts: 
 

William F. and Ruth Ganong 
Leon and Ruth Newman 
Sam and Sylvia Edelman 
Tom and Harriet Stern  
 

We invite you to read this guide to the ceremony and customs 
of a traditional Jewish wedding, and hope it will enhance your 
enjoyment and participation throughout the day.  



Before the Ceremony 

Tisches 

The tisch (Yiddish for “table”) is a tradition where friends and family gather around 

the bride and groom before the wedding ceremony. Anna and Nate will each have a 

tisch on opposite sides of the Green Farm Barn. After their friends give a toast, Anna 

and Nate will attempt to give a speech - traditionally they are frequently interrupted 

by boisterous singing and heckling. At Nate’s tisch, Anna and Nate’s parents will 

gather together to smash a plate, which symbolizes the couple's commitment to each 

other since the plate cannot be put back together. Feel free to attend whichever tisch 

you would like, or visit them both. 

Bedeken 

Guests will escort Nate with lively song and dance to Anna’s side of the barn for the 

bedeken (veiling of the bride). The custom may have come from the biblical story in 

which Jacob unknowingly married Leah instead of Rachel (Genesis 29:25), or be 

modeled after the way Rebecca veiled herself immediately before meeting her 

intended, Isaac (Genesis 24:65). The veil also reminds us to cultivate both respectful 

boundaries and deep closeness. After the bedeken, please proceed to the open air 

chapel and find a seat for the ceremony. Don’t forget your sunscreen! 

Chuppah  

As you make your way into the open air chapel for the ceremony, you’ll notice the 

lovely chuppah (wedding canopy), under which Anna and Nate will be wed. The 

chuppah was embroidered by Anna’s grandmother, Ruth Newman, and has been used 

in several family weddings. The chuppah symbolizes the home that the couple will 

build together, open on all sides to indicate that it will always be a place of welcoming 

love. 

Once guests are comfortably seated, the wedding processional begins. When Nate arrives 

at the chuppah, he will put on a tallit (traditional prayer shawl) woven by his mom, Susan 

Edelman.  When Anna arrives at the chuppah, she and Nate will circle each other seven 

times. The circling represents the entwining of the couples’ lives, and the number seven 

represents the seven days of creation. 

Ketubah 
 

To begin the ceremony, Anna and Nate will sign the ketubah, a traditional Jewish 

marriage contract which puts into writing the obligations to support and care for each 

other. The ketubah will be witnessed and signed by close family friends who we 

expect will hold us to these commitments as we move through life.  

The Wedding Procession 

Officiants 

Rafi and Heddy Stern 

 

Friends of the bride and groom 

Aliza Zivic and Carl Veller 

 

Lydia Schulman and Pavitra Muralidhar 

 

Aaron Anderson 

 

Siblings of the groom and their partners 

Rachel Edelman and Jonathan Huey 

 

Jonathan Edelman and Rachel Eisenman 

 

Andrew Edelman and Nikki Morin 

 

NATE, escorted by his parents, Jim and Susan Edelman 

 

Flower children 

Ruth Levenson and Benjamin Ganong 

 

Sibling of the bride and his partner 

Peter Ganong and Annie Levenson 

 

ANNA, escorted by her parents, W. Francis Ganong III and 

Marilyn Newman 

 


